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of Kannada, who were extremely proud of their achieve-
ment.1 It seems to us that these Nadavar were among
the earliest natives of the Deccan plateau, and their
civilization was mainly agricultural. The herding of sheep
and cattle was also a part of their agricultural life as is
evident even today in rural areas. This can also be inferred
from a study of place-names like 'Kurahatti' and
* Etnatti \ The continuity of agricultural life resulted in
possessions of all kinds, whence the urge to settle down
and to protect them against the enemy, manifested itself.
The agriculturist thus ceased to be nomadic and settled
down in hamlets. He became brave and martial. He
must have built up fortresses and learnt the use of weapons.
It seems that cattle raids were a" constant source of
irritation to the early Kannadiga, as in later history, as
attested by numberless epigraphs. His heroic spirit was
amply manifested on such occasions. The Aryan Brahmin
benefited by the onward march of this material civilization
and gave his religious and philosophic heritage to the
Kannada population in return for the means of maintenance
and protection, afforded to him, against the cruel forest
tribes that harassed him. This resulted in a unique
synthesis of the Aryan and the Dravidian people, betokening
the spirit of voluntary reciprocation. As in later times,
the learned priest and the pious sage of the Aryan stock
might have been given lands in charity for religious purposes
like the performance of sacrifices, worship at a temple and
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